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greater worldwide protection for 
whales. Specifically, Iceland’s contin-
ued commercial whaling and recent 
trade in whale products diminish the 
effectiveness of CITES because: (1) Ice-
land’s commercial harvest of fin 
whales undermines the goal of CITES 
to ensure that international trade in 
species of animals and plants does not 
threaten their survival in the wild; and 
(2) Iceland’s current fin whale harvest 
and quota exceeds catch levels that the 
IWC’s scientific body advised were sus-
tainable. 

In her letter of January 31, 2014, Sec-
retary Jewell expressed her concern for 
Iceland’s actions, and I share these 
concerns. Just as the United States 
made the transition from a commercial 
whaling nation to a whale watching na-
tion, we must enhance our engagement 
to facilitate this change by Iceland. 

To ensure that this issue continues 
to receive the highest level of atten-
tion, I have directed: (1) relevant U.S. 
agencies to raise concerns with Ice-
land’s trade in whale parts and prod-
ucts in appropriate CITES fora and 
processes, and, in consultation with 
other international actors, to seek ad-
ditional measures to reduce such trade 
and enhance the effectiveness of 
CITES; (2) relevant senior Administra-
tion officials and U.S. delegations 
meeting with Icelandic officials to 
raise U.S. objections to commercial 
whaling and Iceland’s ongoing trade in 
fin whale parts and products and to 
urge a halt to such action, including 
immediate notification of this position 
to the Government of Iceland; (3) the 
Department of State and other rel-
evant agencies to encourage Iceland to 
develop and expand measures that in-
crease economic opportunities for the 
nonlethal uses of whales in Iceland, 
such as responsible whale watching ac-
tivities and educational and scientific 
research activities that contribute to 
the conservation of whales; (4) the De-
partment of State to re-examine bilat-
eral cooperation projects, and where 
appropriate, to base U.S. cooperation 
with Iceland on the Icelandic govern-
ment changing its whaling policy, abid-
ing by the IWC moratorium on com-
mercial whaling, and not engaging in 
trade in whale parts and products in a 
manner that diminishes the effective-
ness of CITES; (5) the Department of 
State to inform the Government of Ice-
land that the United States will con-
tinue to monitor the activities of Ice-
landic companies that engage in com-
mercial whaling and international 
trade in whale parts and products; (6) 
Cabinet secretaries and other senior 
Administration officials to evaluate 
the appropriateness of visits to Iceland 
in light of Iceland’s resumption of fin 
whaling and ongoing trade in fin whale 
parts and products; (7) relevant depart-
ments and agencies to examine other 
options for responding to continued 
whaling by Iceland; and (8) all relevant 
departments and agencies to report on 
their actions, within 6 months of cer-
tification, and any updates as needed 

beyond, through the Departments of 
State and the Interior. In addition, pre-
vious Pelly certifications of Iceland, 
and the direction to take actions pur-
suant to those certifications, remain in 
effect. I concur with the recommenda-
tion, as presented by the Secretary of 
the Interior, to pursue the use of non- 
trade measures and that the actions 
outlined above are the appropriate 
course of action to address this issue. 
Accordingly, I am not directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to impose 
trade measures on Icelandic products 
for the whaling activities that led to 
the certification by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

The Departments of State, Com-
merce, and the Interior will continue 
to monitor and encourage Iceland to 
revise its policies regarding commer-
cial whaling. Further, within 6 months, 
I have directed relevant departments 
and agencies to report to me through 
the Departments of State, Commerce, 
and the Interior on their actions. I be-
lieve that continuing focus on Ice-
landic whaling activities is needed to 
encourage Iceland to halt commercial 
whaling and support international con-
servation efforts. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 1, 2014. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 
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PROVISION OF COSTS OF LOAN 
GUARANTEES FOR UKRAINE 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
4152) to provide for the costs of loan 
guarantees for Ukraine. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendment is 

as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Support for the 
Sovereignty, Integrity, Democracy, and Eco-
nomic Stability of Ukraine Act of 2014’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ALIEN.—The term ‘‘alien’’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 101(a) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)). 

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, the 
Select Committee on Intelligence, the Committee 
on Appropriations, and the majority leader and 
minority leader of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence, the 

Committee on Appropriations, and the Speaker 
and minority leader of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(3) MATERIALLY ASSISTED.—The term ‘‘materi-
ally assisted’’ means the provision of assistance 
that is significant and of a kind directly rel-
evant to acts described in paragraph (1), (2), or 
(3) of section 8(a) or acts described in section 
9(a)(1). 

(4) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term ‘‘United 
States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to the 
United States; or 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of the 
United States or of any jurisdiction within the 
United States, including a foreign branch of 
such an entity. 
SEC. 3. UNITED STATES POLICY TOWARD 

UKRAINE. 
It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to condemn the unjustified military inter-

vention of the Russian Federation in the Crimea 
region of Ukraine and its concurrent occupation 
of that region, as well as any other form of po-
litical, economic, or military aggression against 
Ukraine; 

(2) to reaffirm the commitment of the United 
States to, and to remind Russia of its ongoing 
commitment to, the 1994 Budapest Memorandum 
on Security Assurances, which was executed 
jointly with the Russian Federation and the 
United Kingdom and explicitly secures the inde-
pendence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity 
and borders of Ukraine, and to demand the im-
mediate cessation of improper activities, includ-
ing the seizures of airfields and other locations, 
and the immediate return of Russian forces to 
their barracks; 

(3) to work with United States partners in the 
European Union, the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization, and at the United Nations to ensure 
that all nations recognize and not undermine, 
nor seek to undermine, the independence, sov-
ereignty, or territorial or economic integrity of 
Ukraine; 

(4) to use all appropriate economic elements of 
United States national power, in coordination 
with United States allies, to protect the inde-
pendence, sovereignty, and territorial and eco-
nomic integrity of Ukraine; 

(5) to support the people of Ukraine in their 
desire to forge closer ties with Europe, including 
signing an Association Agreement with the Eu-
ropean Union as a means to address endemic 
corruption, consolidate democracy, and achieve 
sustained prosperity; 

(6) to use the voice and vote of the United 
States to secure sufficient resources through the 
International Monetary Fund to support needed 
economic structural reforms in Ukraine under 
conditions that will reinforce a sovereign deci-
sion by the Government of Ukraine to sign and 
implement an association agreement with the 
European Union; 

(7) to help the Government of Ukraine prepare 
for the presidential election in May 2014; 

(8) to reinforce the efforts of the Government 
of Ukraine to bring to justice those responsible 
for the acts of violence against peaceful 
protestors and other unprovoked acts of violence 
related to the antigovernment protests in that 
began on November 21, 2013; 

(9) to support the efforts of the Government of 
Ukraine to recover and return to the Ukrainian 
state funds stolen by former President 
Yanukovych, his family, and other current and 
former members of the Ukrainian government 
and elites; 

(10) to support the continued 
professionalization of the Ukrainian military; 

(11) to condemn economic extortion by the 
Russian Federation against Ukraine, Moldova, 
Lithuania, and other countries in the region de-
signed to obstruct closer ties between the Euro-
pean Union and the countries of the Eastern 
Partnership and to reduce the harmful con-
sequences of such extortion; 
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